To a Questioning Curator

 (For Carolyn Christov‑Bakargiev)

 *Paul Ryan*

 Had we but world enough and time,

Pure firstness, indeed, were no crime.

But we must index our days as future

Becomes present, as thirteen becomes twelve.

 You ask for a definition of aesthetics and

You and I retreat into the vagueness of firstness.

Yet the morning after, *What is Philosophy? *

Answers. Create percepts! Create affect!

 With Earthscore we create new percepts

Wordlessly celebrate form and color‑ moving‑

Yes. With Threeing we create affects anew

For three, not two. For you and I and who?

 You ask would I abolish the phonetic alphabet,

The dragon’s teeth that sprang up armed men.

Yes, I say. Fool!, they cry in the grandstand

Of my mind. Totally unrealistic. Dismiss him.

 Yet I am speaking and listening in firstness.

Taught to read without sounding the phonemes,

My eyes do what my ears should. I cannot

Hear the music of your hyphenated name.

 Why kybernetics? What about the Catholic?

I answer. How about a cyber‑religion? You

Were not born of yourself, you cannot die for

Yourself. You cannot define the sacred alone.

 Or would you be content with a Hall of Risk?

Three lawyers. Three economists. Three scientists.

Three media giants. Three politicos. Three believers.

Three educators. Three artists. Recombinant realism.

 My story? Monastery. McLuhan. Radical Software.

Video Wake for My Father. Video Journey Through

Utopia. Threeing. Talking Wood. Gaia. The monastic

man is an artist. Earthscore is an open source code.

 Teachers? Sister Charles Eileen. Reverend Augustine Paul

Hennessy. Thomas Berry, Claude Ponsot. Robert Pollack.

Conor Cruise O’Brien. George Steiner. Horst Janson.

Ted Carpenter. Marshall McLuhan. Gregory Bateson.

 And Peirce. Alive in the semiosis of scholars:

Murphey. Apel. Merrell. Sebeok. Ochs. Liszka.

Houser. Potter. Colapietro. Kelvelson. Anderson.

Hookway. Pietarinen. Brent. De Tienne. More.

 Collaborators? Frank Gillette. Ira Schneider. Beryl Korot.

Michael Shamberg. Jodie Silbert. Steven Kolpan. Bob Schuler.

Brenda Bufalino. Peter Berg. Jean Gardner. Michael Kalil.

Annea Lockwood. Morris and Sato. Lawson and Strickland. More.

 Writing? I video. I write. Seldom simultaneously.

Read my writings as reports back to the literati

As sociological imaginings of sustainability

Wrought from Threeing and eco‑aesthetics.

 You talk me through the tag line, now forgotten.

Listening I see stuttering choreography for threes,

And my guide in the Galapagos moving barefoot

Like an iguana, like a seal, like a blue* footed boobie bird.*
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